
DATE OF YOUR EVENT

Spring 2021

New F-1 Student 
Immigration 
Information 



Role of International Education Services (IES)
● We are your F-1 Immigration Experts!
● We also help you adjust to being in the U.S. and offer 

cultural and social activities
● Do you have questions and don’t know who to ask?  Start 

with us!



Stay connected with IES
● IES Notes email list – read your email!
● myUMBC Group – IES Marketplace
● IES website:  ies.umbc.edu
● IES Portal: ies-portal.umbc.edu
● Email for an appointment: ies@umbc.edu
● Call 410-455-2624



Follow us on Social Media!
We’re online! Follow us to learn about IES activities. Tag us in your adventures on 
campus and the U.S.

       @UMBC_IES_       @UMBC_IES           UMBCIES 



IES Portal 

IES has gone 
paperless!

All electronic 
applications via the 
IES Portal



IES Portal

● Centralized system for all immigration applications and 
requests for documents

● Personal account to upload and manage all secure 
documents 

● Personalized reminders for deadlines, electronic advisor 
signatures on applications, and much more!
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Types of Employment:
● On-Campus Employment
● Practical Training (off-campus)
       - Curricular Practical Training (CPT)
       - Optional Practical Training (OPT)
● Need-based employment (off-campus)
●        -Severe, Unexpected, Documented 

Economic Hardship (USCIS processing fee of 
$410)



On-Campus Employment
• Must be on UMBC’s campus ONLY – BW Tech Park, for 

example, is NOT on campus
• Must be paid by UMBC.
• May work no more than 20 hours per week during 

semesters
• May hold more than one job on campus so long as total 

hours are no more than 20.
• May work full-time (More than 20 hours per week) 

outside of semesters 



On-Campus Employment

Find an on-campus job:
● The Career Center website – UMBCWorks
● Career Center guidance on documents (CV, 

cover letter); best practices
● Apply in person
● Network!



Off-Campus Employment: CPT

CPT: Curricular Practical Training
● Paid internships while a current student
● Eligible after 2 academic semesters in US
● Must be authorized by IES, noted on I-20
● Must be related to your degree program, and 

noted on transcript



Off-Campus Employment: CPT

Find an internship:
● Career Center!! 

○ Review their communications
○ UMBCWorks
○ Events
○ Guidance

● Academic Department
● Network with other students



Office Campus Employment: OPT
OPT: Optional Practical Training

● Usually after graduation
● 1 Year of work authorization
● Can work for any employer/change employer, work 

has to be related to academic field studied at UMBC
● Requires application to USCIS, plan for 3-4 months 

processing time



Off-Campus Employment: STEM OPT Extension
● STEM Extension – possibility of 24 months additional 

OPT
● STEM-eligible degree completed 
● Requires E-Verified employer, I-983 Training Plan
● Can change employers



Off-Campus Employment: Economic Hardship

• For students in unexpected financial hardship
• Have to prove source of unexpected difficulties
• Not often approved, have to make a very strong 

case
• Application to USCIS costs $410
• Don’t rely on this option!



Employment Quiz!
1. You’ve graduated with a PhD in Biology, and got a job 

offer in a bio lab.
2. You are offered a position to shelve books in the UMBC 

library.
3. You are an Engineering major and want to work as an 

Uber Driver.
4. You are a 2nd semester Computer Science major and get 

an offer for a summer internship in California to work for 
Google!



But where can I find a job?

● Again, the Career Center is a great place to start
○ Career Center events
○ Career Center Services
○ UMBCWorks

● ALL available at careers.umbc.edu

http://careers.umbc.edu/


Summary
● On-campus work (immediate)
● Off-campus work: 

○ CPT (after 2 semesters)
○ OPT (after graduation)
○ STEM OPT Extension

● Career Center
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● Register full-time
● Keep I-20 current
● Follow employment guidelines closely
● Don’t break U.S. laws
● Keep in touch with the IES Office
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mailto:ies@umbc.edu
https://ies.umbc.edu/




























Meet the Global Ambassadors!
The program currently consists of 10 student ambassadors 
from different home countries, areas of study and with a wide 
variety of personal interests!

Joining us today: 

- Nastaran - Biology BS, Iran
- Ayomide - Biological Sciences BS, Nigeria
- Dmitry- Data Science MPS, Russia



Who are the Global Ambassadors? 

Global Ambassadors are current UMBC international 
students! 

They’ll help support you & make UMBC feel like home                                      
from the very beginning! 



How can Global Ambassadors support you?

Global Ambassadors can: Global Ambassadors cannot:

- Discover more about UMBC 
campus life

- Connect you with UMBC 
resources

- Learn about US & UMBC 
classroom culture and student life 
in the US!

- Provide visa/immigration support
- Help you get a job or provide CPT/OPT 

advice
- Offer academic advising or pick your classes 

for you

...BUT they can connect you with the 
teams who will help you with these 
things!



Tell us about your first weeks in the US 
What was the best part about your first weeks in the US? 

What was the most challenging part for you?

What was the experience like traveling to the US? Customs, etc.)

Any advice for students new to the US?



Utilising UMBC Student Services
How do you usually plan to choose your classes each semester? 

- Meet with your GPC or advisor?
- Talk to friends about their course experiences?
- Anything else?

Have you ever had to contact Student Business Service with a question 
about your tuition bill? 

What has been your favorite class at UMBC? 



Get to know the Ambassadors
What is one thing you wish you knew prior becoming a student at UMBC?

What has been your favorite part about being a UMBC student?

What is one thing you are looking forward to this semester?



Ways to connect with Global Ambassadors: 

Social Media & Website Discover more about life as a UMBC student!
https://ies.umbc.edu/resources/global-ambassadors/

Webinars & Webchats They’ll share their expertise live on topics ranging 
from housing, to fitness, to life in Maryland &  much more!

Emails & Newsletters Learn more about their experience & find out about 
upcoming events!

Have a question for the Global Ambassadors? Email us at 
globalambassadors@umbc.edu

https://ies.umbc.edu/resources/global-ambassadors/

