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Reminder:

Please type questions in
the Q&A not in the chat

Our team is monitoring the Q&A during this session. The chat is for links
we share, but it is not monitored for questions.

Your patience is appreciated as we answer your questions! @
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= Agenda <

e Working With ISSS
e Meet your Global Ambassadors
e Overview of student visa and entry process
e Scheduling the visa interview appointment
e The visa interview appointment
« What to expect and how to prepare
e Advice and tips
e Possible outcomes
e Traveling to and arriving in the U.S.
o What to expect
o How to prepare
e Q&A




Meet the International Student and
Scholar Services (ISSS) Team

Adam Julian - Director

Natalie Lobb - International Student

Mercedes Arias - ISSS Advisor Sarah Cockcroft - ISSS Advisor
Support Manager

International Student and Scholar Services (ISSS)



Meet our Global Ambassadors

Chetan - Data Science (MPS) lan - Mechanical Engineering (BS)
Level of Study: Graduate Level of Study: Undergraduate
Hometown: Gulbarga, India Hometown: Yaounde, Cameroon

International Student and Scholar Services (ISSS)



About ISSS

International Student and Scholar Services (ISSS), a branch of UMBC’s Center for Global Engagement, is dedicated
to supporting UMBC's international student and scholar community and helping them achieve their academic,
personal, and professional goals. ISSS offers a variety of programs and services to aide students in these
endeavors:

 Immigration Advising - ISSS helps international students and scholars navigate the U.S. visa process and
maintain valid immigration status by providing the guidance, knowledge, and necessary resources.

« Community Building - ISSS offers programming designed to help students make important connections within
the UMBC community. These opportunities for intercultural exchange and mutual understanding enhance the
UMBC international student experience.

e Work and Internships - ISSS works with current students and alumni to help them access the many
employment and internship opportunities available to them by facilitating the use of benefits such as Curricular
Practical Training (CPT), Optional Practical Training (OPT), and other employment authorizations.

International Student and Scholar Services (ISSS)



Questions? Need assistance? contactus

Before you schedule an appointment or contact us, the answers to most F-1 student questions can be found here:
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(() ISSS Spring 2022 Advising Hours
| L] 95

Live Chat (all times Eastern US Time) ISSS Advising Appointments
Monday/Thursday: 2:00 — 4:00 PM Monday: 10:00 AM- 12:00 noon
Wednesday: 10:00 AM -12:00 Wednesday: 1:00 PM = 3:00 PM
Tuesday/Friday 10:00 AM -12:00, 2:00 - 4:00 PM Thursday: 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Live Chat [ Book an Advising Appointment [
P When should | use Live Chat? P When should | book an appointment?

P Getting in Touch By Email

If you have a guestion or issue that you cannot resolve using any of the methods above, please email ISSS. We aim
to respond to inquiries within 2 — 3 business days. I5SS advisors respond to emails during business hours: Monday

through Friday, 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.

International Student and Scholar Services (ISSS)




93, Speak with an Advisor
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Stay connected with ISSS
ISSS email list: ISSS Portal:
@ Read your emtaiI! isss—porttal.umbc.edu

ISSS website: =0 Advising Appointments
isss.umbc.edu e\ oo isss.umbc.edu/contact/

Answers to most
of your
questions can be
found here!



http://isss.umbc.edu/
http://isss-portal.umbc.edu/
http://isss.umbc.edu/contact/
http://isss.umbc.edu/contact/
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The Student Visa Process

U.S. Department of State U.S. Customs and
Border Protection

UMBC

1. Issues 1-20 required 5 | £1 v .
to apply for F-1 Visa - 133UEs F-1 Visa 3. Permission to enter U.S.

Assigns F-1 status




Next Steps: 1-20 through Entering U.S.

Signed 1-20 issued Organize documents
&received and prepare for Attend visa
visa interview interview US Port of Entry

inspection
[-94 number and

admission status
assigned

Pay your Pay 1-901

SEVIS fee Approved! Receive
Schedule visa visa and passport
interview at local US
embassy or consulate Travel to the US
WELCOME TO THE
UNITED STATES!

Complete DS-160:
Online Nonimmigrant Book flights and

accommodation plans




FormI1-20

Department of Homeland Security 1-20, Certificate of Eligibility for Monimmigrant Student Status

o Issued by UMBC jafter admission
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o Program dates, level, study i o |
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Scheduling Visa Appointment

1.Pay [-901 SEVIS fee - www.fmjfee.com
o Form [-20 required
o Current F-1 SEVIS fee $350
2.Complete DS-160: Online Nonimmigrant Visa Application -
www. travel.state.gov
o Form [-20 required
> Current DS-160 fee $160
3.Schedule a visa interview appointment at local U.S.
Embassy or Consulate
o Each U.S. embassy or consulate process differs slightly
o, Refer to website of specific embassy or consulate for
detailed instructions at that post



http://www.fmjfee.com/
http://www.fmjfee.com/

Scheduling Visa Appointment

e Many countries are experiencing delays or cancellations in
visa appointments due to COVID conditions.

e The US State Department has stated the student visas as a
priority, and as it is safe to start appointments again,
student visas will be given priority

 Monitor Embassy websites for updates, like this one for
India: https://in.usembassy.gov/visas/

e Embassy websites may have directions for Emergency
appointments for students, or you can contact the Embassy
to ask about emergency appointments if they are open



https://in.usembassy.gov/visas/
https://in.usembassy.gov/visas/

The Visa Interview Appointment

Required documents:
e Form |-20
e |-901 SEVIS fee receipt e

e DS-160 receipt and barcode page

o Valid passport O

e Transcripts from previous study (secondary school,
undergraduate degree)

e Test results (TOEFL/IELTS, GRE, SAT etc..

e Financial documents




Global Ambassadors

Did you have any difficulty booking your
appointment? Do you have any tips or suggestions

for future students?

What documents did you bring with you to your
appointment?




The Visa Interview Appointment

e U.S. law assumes all applicants intend to immigrate
o Burden of proof is on you to overcome that assumption
 Must establish strong ties to home country
o 9 FAM 402.5(E)(1) “Possess residence in a foreign country he or
she has no intention of abandoning”
o “Intends to depart upon completion of the approved activity” 6
o Be prepared to explain why you chose UMBC, and your specific O
degree program.
o Articulate your plans for after graduation related to returning
home
e Consular officers are under pressure to act quickly
o Conducted in less than three minutes
o Usually conducted in English




Global Ambassadors

Describe the day of your visa appointment?

What was the embassy like where you had your
Interview?

How long did your interview last?




The Visa Interview Appointment

Consular officer may ask:
« What do you intend to do after completing your degree?
e About your family’s business in your home country or in the

>,

U.S.
e Why UMBC and why this particular program and degree? O
e What are your long term career and academic goals?
e Where is UMBC?
e How will you support yourself while in the U.S.?
e How will you support your family in the U.S. or at home if
they stay?




Global Ambassadors

What questions did the consular officer ask you?

When did you learn if you were approved?

What documents did the officer ask for?




Tips for a Successful Visa Interview Appointment

e Be prepared to establish ties to home country and nonimmigrant intent
o Do you or your family own property?
o [nvestments or inheritance in home country?
o Did you apply to the visa lottery in the past?
o Do you have close relatives who are U.S. citizens or permanent
residence? e
e Do your research O
o What is UMBC? Where is UMBC? Why UMBC?
o What do you know about Maryland? Baltimore? Baltimore County?
o Be prepared to explain your academic program/field of study in
layman’s terms
o Why did you choose UMBC and not a different university?
o What are your career plans and how does this program help you
achieve them?




Tips for a Successful Visa Interview Appointment

e Practice, Practice, Practice

o Most interviews conducted in English
o Speak for yourself
o Be brief and be positive 6

e Be honest
o A lie (however immaterial) will likely result in denial O
o Social media question on DS-160
 Be concise and prepared
o Organize supporting documents in advance
o Remember, you have 2-3 minutes (if you are lucky)




Global Ambassadors

What tips and advice do you have for visa
applicants?

What is one thing you know now that you wish you
knew before your interview?




Visa Interview Outcomes

1.Approval
o The vast majority of visa applications are approved
2.Failure to demonstrate nonimmigrant intent - INA 214 (b) —
o Burden of proof is on applicant —
o Credibility and evidence - does your plan make sense? ——— 4
o May apply again —
3.Administrative Processing - INA 221 (g) o~
o Consular processing - clerical or security (sensitive technology, @

terror, clearance) —
o “Washington-related”
4.Serious Ineligibilities - INA 212 (a)
o Health, previous overstay, security concerns, previous criminal
charge, etc.
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Traveling to the U.S.

e A visais not a guarantee of entry to the U.S., itis only
permission to apply
e F-1Visa holders can request entry to the U.S. up to 30 days

before |-20 start date
o January 31st Start Date = January 1st Earliest Entry
o January 2nd Start Date (GAs only) = December 3rd Earliest
Entry

e U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has broad
authority at U.S. Ports of Entry
o All arriving “applicants for admission” are inspected by
CBP to determine admissibility




Inspection at Port of Entry

Primary Inspection

Required documents: @

e Passport with at least six months future validity
e Form |-20

1)

Suggested documents:
o Admission letter/academic transcripts
e Evidence of financial support




Inspection at Port of Entry

Secondary Inspection

e Not a cause for alarm ®
e Applicants to taken to secondary:
o SEVIS technical issues
o Efficiency
o Extra screening
o Review documents
o Officer training issue

1)




Global Ambassadors

Tell us about your experience(s) at U.S. Ports of
Entry

What kind of questions have you been asked?

Have you ever been taken to secondary inspection?




Admission to U.S.

Assigns [-94 number and admission

status: "0 U.S. Customs and Border Protection
¢ F-1
e D/S
Admission (I-94) Record Number : 51415565885

o May Or may nOt Stamp your Most Recent Date of Entry: 2017 July 25

Class of Admission @

Admit Until Date € DIS)
p a S S p O rt Details provided on the 1-94 Information form:

I - 51 5 A Last/Surname :
First (Given) Name :
Birth Date :

* Temporary admission e | B
e Must contact a DSO (ISSS
team) to comply

P-_'Eul:urlng America’s Borders *

Most Recent 1-94




Port of Entry Tips

e Review International Student Arrival Guide
e Remain calm

-

e Keep your documents in your carry on luggage y T P
» Ensure your passport has six months of future 1y
validity

o Present F-1 visa foil, not B-1/B-2
e Do not lie to a CBP officer

LLLLLCCK

e Know how to contact UMBC in case of . M1205307M1BMBOOLTD381260

emergency
o After hours: 410-455-5555 ask to speak to

“1SSS”
e Check your 1-94 record



https://isss.umbc.edu/files/2021/11/Spring-2022-International-Student-Arrival-Guide.pdf

Global Ambassadors

What tips do you have for students traveling to the
U.S.? p




COVID -19 Vaccination Requirements

e Proof of vaccination BEFORE traveling to the U.S. is now required

e Present vaccination information to airline and/or U.S. Customs and Border
Protection, NOT ISSS or during visa interview

o Effectively vaccinated = two weeks after single dose series, 2 - dose series, or
accepted mix and match series 1/ days apart

e Exemptions for countries with "limited availability"




Approved Vaccines

o Effectively vaccinated = two weeks after single dose series, 2 - dose series, or
accepted mix and match series 17 days apart

Accepted COVID-19 Vaccines

Vaccines Approved or Authorized by the U.S. Food | Vaccines Listed for Emergency Use (EUL) by the
and Drug Administration World Health Organization

Single *  Janssen/]&] * |anssen/]&]
dose

2-dose * Pfizer-BioNTech e Pfizer-BioNTech
series ¢« Moderna « Moderna

e AstraZeneca

* (Covaxin
e Covishield

 BIBP/Sinopharm

* Sinovac




Limited Availability Exemption

e Must provide proof plan to get vaccinated within 60 days of arrival.

e UMBC will provide this.

Citizens of the following
countries are not exempt:

e China

e |INndia

 Bangladesh
e South Korea

Afghanistan

Algeria

Angola

Armenia

Benin

Burundi

Burkina Faso

Cameroon

Central African Republic

Chad

Congo

Cote d'lvoire

Democratic Republic of the Congo

Djibout

Egypt

Ethiopia

Gabon

Gambia

Ghana

Guinea

Guinea-Bissau

Haiti

Irag

Kenya

Kiribati

Liberia

Libya

Madagascar

Malawi

Ma |.|-

Mozambique

Myanmar

Namibia

Nicaragua

Niger

Nigeria

Papua New Guinea

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Solomon Islands

Somalia

South Sudan

Sudan

Syrian Arab Republic

Togo

Uganda

United Republic of Tanzania

Vanuatu

Yemen

Zambia



Questions about your vaccination?

e Complete U.S. CDC's Travel Assessment

@ Centers for Disease Control and Prevention S Q
|l CDC 24/7: Saving Lives, Protecting People™ )

COVID-19

Your Health Vaccines Cases & Data Work & School Healthcare Workers Health Depts Science More

™

e
Travel Assessment ’é/g

Find out what is required to board a flight to the United States - Vaccine Type

(Noncitizen nonimmigrant)

Ipdated Nowv, 10, 2021 Languages - Print

Back to Start the Quiz

You indicated that you are:

* A noncitizen nonimmigrant

Were you vaccinated with an accepted COVID-19 vaccine?

* 1 dose of Janssen/Johnson & Johnson

* 2 doses of Pfizer-BioNTech, or Moderna

* 2 doses of AstraZeneca, Covaxin, Covishield, BIBP/Sinopharm, or Sinovac

* A combination of 2 doses of accepted COVID-19 vaccines given at least 17 days apart

* Full series of an accepted COVID-19 vaccine (not placebo) in a clinical trial



https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/international-travel/travel-assessment/foreign-vaccine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/international-travel/travel-assessment/foreign-vaccine.html

Resources

e NAFSA Ten Points to Remember When
Applying for a Student Visa
o Be sure to checkout the videos at the
bottom!
e International Student & Scholar Services- “F-1
Visa Process” www.isss.umbc.edu
e U.S. Department of State Student Visa Page

e Your local embassy or consulate is always the
best source of information



https://www.nafsa.org/professional-resources/browse-by-interest/10-points-remember-when-applying-student-visa
https://www.nafsa.org/professional-resources/browse-by-interest/10-points-remember-when-applying-student-visa
https://isss.umbc.edu/international-students-f-1/admitted-students-2/f-1-visa-process/
https://isss.umbc.edu/international-students-f-1/admitted-students-2/f-1-visa-process/
https://isss.umbc.edu/international-students-f-1/admitted-students-2/f-1-visa-process/
https://isss.umbc.edu/international-students-f-1/admitted-students-2/f-1-visa-process/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/study/student-visa.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/study/student-visa.html

~ Fall 2022 =
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Things To Consider For Fall 2022

e Visa or visa interview appointment by early August

e The earliest you can arrive in the US is 30 days before your |-20 program start date

 Must enter US by August 31st

e Be informed of travel and vaccine requirements in your home countries as well as in the U.S.
e Full time enroliment required (UG: 12 credits, Graduate: 9 credits)

e Must take at least one hybrid or in person class

e UMBC is offering a combination of in person, hybrid and online courses

Transfer Students:
o Students currently in F-1 status in the U.S. transferring to UMBC from another institution
o Please follow regular I-20 transfer guidelines
o Planning to travel home? Already at home and planning to return for Fall 20227
Contact us: isss.umbc.edu/contact



https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/COVID-19-Country-Specific-Information.html
https://isss.umbc.edu/contact/

Entering the US after Deferring To Fall 2022

What happens to your [-207?
e Program dates must be adjusted
e Updated financial documents required if originals are over 6 months old
e SEVIS fee is valid for one year

Graduate Assistants (RA, TA etc)
o Work directly with department on updating your GA offer

Entry to the US
e Fall 2022 semester begins August 31st
e Only able to enter the U.S. 30 days before the start of Fall 2022
e “Earliest Admission Date” section on your [-20
e Fall 2022 semester - August 1st




Deferring Your Admission
To a Future Semester

Undergraduate Students:
e Contact UMBC Undergraduate Admissions - admissions@UMBC.edu

Graduate Students:

e Submit a Deferral of Admission Form

e Contact Graduate Admissions with additional questions: gradschool@umbc.edu
Your |-20 must be adjusted to reflect your new start date



https://gradschool.umbc.edu/students/forms/

Requesting a UMBC I-20

CREN S

_@%



Funding Your Studies

Undergraduate
e Merit scholarships available based on GPA, test scores, application materials

e Contacted directly by Office of Financial Aid and Scholarships after admission

e scholarships.umbc.edu

Graduate
e Funding in the form of Graduate Assistantships (RA, TA)

e Not guaranteed and very competitive
e Funding is up to your specific department

e Contact information for your department: UMBC Graduate Programs



https://scholarships.umbc.edu/
https://gradschool.umbc.edu/admissions/programs/

\Upcomlng/
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Upcoming Information Sessions

Admitted Undergraduate Student Information Session
Tuesday, April 26th at 9:00am

Coming in June:
Fall 2022 Predeparture Orientation

FALL 2022

Coming in July: INTERNATIONAL

| | STUDENT
Fall 2022 Predeparture Orientation ARRIVAL GUlDE

/mance is I.%Tli!]\‘l;(_rll_ B
Coming in August: mandatory e

International Student Orientation Session 1 + Session 2 Check out our new student arrival guide.
Wednesday, August 24th at 9:00am + Friday, August 26th at 9:00am



https://isss.umbc.edu/files/2022/04/Fall-2022-UMBC-International-Student-Arrival-Guide-Final.pdf
https://isss.umbc.edu/files/2022/04/Fall-2022-UMBC-International-Student-Arrival-Guide-Final.pdf

Student!



Ask a current student on Unlbuddy'

Have a question about student lifeor = 4> ol - £
navigating UMBC?

e Global Ambassadors answer your
questions about student life and
the campus experience at UMBC!

e There are 11 student ambassadors
from different home countries,
areas of study and with a wide
variety of personal interests

Send your message and get notified as soon as you receive a reply

Click here to meet and chat with the Ambassadors!



https://globalstudent.umbc.edu/ask-a-student

How Global Ambassadors can help

Global Ambassadors can: Global Ambassadors cannot:
e Discover more about UMBC e Provide immigration support
campus life e Help you get a job or provide

e Connect you with UMBC CPT/OPT advice
resources e Offer academic advising or pick

e Learn about US & UMBC your classes for you

classroom culture and student >I( f:;" they Cin Co.:llr:]ec;t you )I(
: : Wi eams Wno wi e ou
life in the US! Py

with these things!



Meet other new students on Unibuddy Community!
Join the Fall 2022 UMBC Admitted Students group

Chat with other admitted students as well as our UMBC Global Ambassadors.
Get to know your classmates and talk about student life at UMBC!

How to join:
e Create your Unibuddy account. Use this link!

o You must create your account with the email account you provided UMBC when you applied. If you provided multiple email
addresses when you applied, make sure you try all options

Is there a Unibuddy Community app or can | access via web browser?
o After you set up your account, You can access the group anytime via web browser
here or download the Unibuddy Community app!

o Download Unibuddy Community on the Google Play Store here
o Download Unibuddy Community on the Apple App Store here



https://community.unibuddy.co/u/university-of-maryland-baltimore-county/chat
https://community.unibuddy.co/u/university-of-maryland-baltimore-county/chat
https://community.unibuddy.co/u/university-of-maryland-baltimore-county/chat
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.unibuddy.community&hl=en_GB&gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.unibuddy.community&hl=en_GB&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/tt/app/unibuddy-community/id1548743285
https://apps.apple.com/tt/app/unibuddy-community/id1548743285

Getting started with Unibuddy Community
Using the UMBC Admitted Students Unibuddy Community group

How to start chatting:

e After you create your account and accept the i S
Invite to the group and are logged in you Will S€e  cce o o Q
this screen. —

e [0 see all the channels, select the search bar
e Choose a channel and start chatting with other |
students! :

Nothing here just yet...

Use the search bar to discover and join groups



https://globalstudent.umbc.edu/ask-a-student




Follow us on social media!l

We're online! Follow us to learn about ISSS activities.
Facebook: Twitter:
umbcisss @umlbc_issSs

Instagram:

@umbC._i Keep up with events at
umbc_isss

UMBC
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Congratulations!

— We look forward to seeing you in Fall 2022! —
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